art meets surgery

Gina Tabasso explains how the work of American artist

Lyle Jamieson has found a new audience
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yle Jamieson of Traverse Ciry,

Michigan, is a wood sculpror

and instructor who has
created a niche bor himself by not
only being the only woodwaorker
producing sculprures by using a
special process, bur also by
positioning himself in the cosmetic
suFgery muarket,

Art positively affects a surgeon’s
practice by making a powerful firse
impression on the patient, It
demonseranes to the patient that the
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surgeon has a
special appreciation
ol the human form
and 1% interested n
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Lyle says that his sculptures
“bridge a social snpma of nudity
and exposing the human body. They
are a tasteful way of opening up the
subject without actually talking
about it and they can be comversation
pieces that break the ce.”™

They also create a connection
between the doctor and patient by
showing that the surgeon is cultured
and a real person too, he savs. Art is
an expression of personality, This
promotes trust and shows
vulmerabailicy.

Lyle’s sculptures are said to be a
way for the surgeon to remove
emphasis from the hospital-like
serting and improve the doctor-

patient relationship by creating a
more comfortable environment.
The son of a partern-maker in

Derroir, Lyle became involved in
woodwork at an early ape.
Mentored by his father, he learned
the intricacies of the material. "The

wood has deawn me all my life,”
he explains.

Multi-axis
approach
In 1988, Lyle focussed
his attention on turning
and has developed a
style that is both
inmovative in design and
technically challenging,
He began his work with
traditional, single-axis,
round vessels and bowls,
before his creativity and
attraction to the human
form caused him to turn
his attention to the more
difficule mulo-axis
approach required by a
complex, vet delicare subjecr. *The
challenge was how am I going o
hang onvo this piece of wood and
turn ic at the same tme,” he says.
He therefore developed a ool
system for hollow form morming thar
allows him to ergonomically guide
the curter into the vessel. He has
developed his skill through a series
of symposiums and workshops,
With no academic background in
art, he learned muscle contour and
anatomy, and then began 1o increase
his repertoire with creative and
expressive design elements.
Lyles method of preparing the
marerial involves a three-month
process of taking green wood and
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drving ir, then thinning and
hollowing the vessels while
stabilising the wood 1o prevent it
from cracking. He believes there is
an obvious parallel berween
sculpting and cosmetic surgery, since
both artists and surgeons are
sculptors and creative,

He knew of an annual cosmetic
surgery conference, and contacred
the contracting and promodons
company for the trade show's
exhibitors,
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frve-doctor |'r:I|:|.-|'|. and he was -:!l.||'g.'
given room to display his work at
The American Sociery of Aesthetic
Mastic Surgeons show in
Philadelphia in 2004, He describes
this as “the starr of the snowball
rolling down the hill.”
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His work was well recerved as the
surgenns appreciated art, It also
provided them with the opportunity
to “take a break from the technical
weorkd,™

Enhancing apperance

When asked what he does for the
doctor through his work, Lyvle
replics, “I make them look good
and increase their image.™

By displaying art, a docror
enhances the appearance of the
I'FFFI.-;,'f, ..'I'I:II;I.. sInce artest .:ll.'l-l_'l
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figure, the connection 15 even
stromger. “Wood as an are borm 15 a
WiLrI, inviting, sensuous, living
mediam. ™

A docror who bought one of his
sculprures in Philadelphia kept it in

his inner office where he conducts
initial consultations, especially with
breast implant patients. He believes
the sculpture assists him in calming
their fears by creating a relaxed
EAVIFOHAMTIENE,

Stories are a large part of the
creation and enjoyment of art,
because people relave v stories,
When someone buys one of my
pieces, they buy not only the piece
of art but the story,™ Lyle offers.

The lifestyle of the artist and how
he crafts the piece are integral. In
the same human tradition, a patient
15 not only buving the services of a
physician, but the whole package.
The ph}'hiq‘inn'ﬁ F-g-rwumli‘,:,-, affice
enviroament and reputation
contr bute to patment satisfaction,
Lyle also shared a svory of a friend
who wrote a poem entitled The
Promize inspired by one of his
sculprures.

It spoke of security, love, comfort
and the promise of good things,
which 15 what the female form
Epresents,

Lyle says he enjoys what he does
every day, Part of that enjoyment is
1 “Ehl;l.l_'l]LHI‘lu‘lt!' A l;,'l_l-1:|rlt'\-l_"|il:,'|l'l with
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He za Lt there is :1.-::|r|1|.'I|‘|i:||j.:
beautiful o be caprured in every
teee and in every woman, His work
reflectes this innare beauty. |l
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